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Alsace which would enable large barges to make their way upstream
as far as Basel, and at the same time provide a large amount of
water-power for industrial purposes. A barrage recently con-
structed across the RHne at Kembs makes navigation easier above
that point, and will enable the water of the Rhine to be turned into
the Alsace canal when it is constructed.
On the Rhone and the Saone, traffic is much impeded by the
character of the river, and the movement of goods is largely down-
stream. A canal from Aries joins the Rhone to the Mediterranean
at Port de Bone. The 600-ton barges which pass along it may then
go by the Etang de Caronte and the Etang de Berre to the four-
mile long Rove tunnel whose southern entrance opens into the
sheltered harbour of Marseilles. There is also a proposal to improve
the Rhone by a system of barrages and canals so that it will be
navigable as far as Lake Geneva. The plans at present under con-
sideration make provision for water-power and irrigation on an
extensive scale. The Canal du Midi, which carries only a small
amount of traffic, places the Mediterranean in communication with
the lateral canal of the Garonne and so with the Atlantic.
Bulky materials constitute the greater part of the traffic on all
these canals. In 1913, for example, 80 per cent, and in 1928
70 per cent of water-borne goods consisted of coal and coke,
building materials, and agricultural produce. But, notwithstanding
the fact that water transport is cheaper than transport by rail, the
amount even of bulky goods carried by rail is much greater than
that carried by water. Among the disadvantages with which
French waterways have to contend are the slowness of transit, the
greater length of the journey (60 per cent on the average), the want
of good inland ports, and the inadequate facilities on some of the
canals for the transference of goods to or from the railways,
COMMERCE. France, facing alike the North Sea and the Channel,
the Atlantic and the Mediterranean, with good internal communica-
" tions, and with easy access to Central Europe, occupies a position
very favourable to commerce. Its position, its varied agricultural
resources, its comparative poverty in minerals, and the skill
and aptitude of its people, determine the nature of its trade,
the general features of which are indicated by the tables given
below.
The following table shows the value of the imports for home